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Pericardiocentesis Pre and Post Procedure [1639] 
        

      

  Pre-procedure 
         

  Nursing Care  
         

  [ ] Initiate and maintain IV   

     [ ] Insert peripheral IV  Routine, Once 

     [ ] sodium chloride 0.9 % flush  10 mL, intravenous, every 12 hours scheduled 

     [ ] sodium chloride 0.9 % flush  10 mL, intravenous, PRN, line care 
       
  Diet 
         

  [X] NPO  Diet effective now, Starting S 
NPO:  
Pre-Operative fasting options:  

       
  Consent 
         

  [X] Complete Consent Form  Routine, Once For 1 Occurrences 
Consent For: Pericardiocentesis 
Procedure: Pericardiocentesis 
Diagnosis/Condition:  
Physician:  
Risks, benefits, and alternatives (as outlined by the Texas 
Medical Disclosure Panel, as appears on Houston Methodist 
Medical/Surgical Consent forms) were discussed with 
patient/surrogate?  
Place on chart 

       
  Post-Procedure 
         

  Vital Signs 
         

  [ ] Vital signs - T/P/R/BP  Routine, Every 15 min For 2 Hours 
Every 15 minutes x 2 hours post pericardiocentesis, Post-op 

       
  Activity  
         

  [ ] Strict bed rest  Routine, Until discontinued, Starting S, Post-op 

  [ ] Bed rest with bedside commode  Routine, Until discontinued, Starting S 
Bathroom Privileges: with bedside commode 
Post-op 

       
  Nursing Care 
         

  [X] Assess operative site  Routine, Every 8 hours 
Assess for bleeding, Post-op 

  [X] Assess quality of respirations  Routine, Once 
Assess: quality of respirations 
Post-op 

  [X] Head of bed  Routine, Until discontinued, Starting S 
Head of bed: 30 degrees 
Post-op 

  [ ] Drain care  Routine, Every 8 hours 
Drain 1: Other 
Specify: Pericardial drain- Aspirate and drain every 8 hours 
Specify location: Pericardial area 
Drainage/Suction:  
Flush drain with:  
Drain 2:  
Drain 3:  
Drain 4:  
Hang drainage bag on bedside below chest level, Post-op 

       
  Notify 
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  [X] Notify Physician for vitals:  Routine, Until discontinued, Starting S 
Temperature greater than:  
Temperature less than:  
Systolic BP greater than:  
Systolic BP less than:  
Diastolic BP greater than:  
Diastolic BP less than:  
MAP less than:  
Heart rate greater than (BPM):  
Heart rate less than (BPM):  
Respiratory rate greater than:  
Respiratory rate less than:  
SpO2 less than: 92 

  [ ] If blood pressure drops by 20 mmHg from baseline and 
heart rate increases by 20 beats per minute from 
baseline, administer PRN Normal Saline 500 cc IV bolus 
order and notify physician immediately. 

 Routine, Until discontinued, Starting S 
BUN greater than:  
Creatinine greater than:  
Glucose greater than:  
Glucose less than:  
Hct less than:  
Hgb less than:  
LDL greater than:  
Magnesium greater than (mg/dL):  
Magnesium less than (mg/dL):  
Platelets less than:  
Potassium greater than (mEq/L):  
Potassium less than (mEq/L):  
PT/INR greater than:  
PT/INR less than:  
PTT greater than:  
PTT less than:  
Serum Osmolality greater than:  
Serum Osmolality less than:  
Sodium greater than:  
Sodium less than:  
WBC greater than:  
WBC less than:  
Other Lab (Specify):  
Post-op 

       
  IV Fluids 
         

  IV Fluids 
         

  [ ] sodium chloride 0.9 % bolus  500 mL, intravenous, PRN, low blood pressure, Post-op 
If blood pressure drops by 20 mmHg from baseline and heart 
rate increases by 20 beats per minute from baseline, 
administer PRN Normal Saline 500 cc IV bolus order and 
notify physician immediately. 

       
  Medications 
         

  Mild Pain (Pain Score 1-3) (Single Response) 
         

  ( ) acetaminophen (TYLENOL) tablet  650 mg, oral, every 4 hours PRN, mild pain (score 1-3), 
Post-op 

       
  Moderate Pain (Pain Score 4-6) (Single Response) 
         

  ( ) acetaminophen-codeine (TYLENOL #3) 300-30 mg 
tablet 

 1 tablet, oral, every 4 hours PRN, moderate pain (score 4-6), 
Post-op 
Give if patient is able to tolerate oral medication 

  ( ) HYDROcodone-acetaminophen (NORCO) 5-325 mg 
tablet 

 1 tablet, oral, every 4 hours PRN, moderate pain (score 4-6), 
Post-op 
Give if patient is able to tolerate oral medication 

       
  Severe Pain (Pain Score 7-10) (Single Response) 
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  ( ) morphine 2 mg/mL injection  2 mg, intravenous, every 2 hour PRN, severe pain (score 
7-10), Post-op 
Use if patient is unable to swallow or faster onset is needed 

  ( ) fentaNYL (SUBLIMAZE) injection  25 mcg, intravenous, every 2 hour PRN, severe pain (score 
7-10), Post-op 
Use if patient is unable to swallow or faster onset is needed 

       
  Imaging 
         

  Imaging 
         

  [ ] Cv echo 2d limited or follow up study  Routine, 1 time imaging, Post-op 
       
  Labs 
         

  Chemistry 
         

  [ ] Albumin  Once 

  [ ] Amylase  Once 

  [ ] Basic metabolic panel  Once 

  [ ] Cholesterol, total  Once 

  [ ] Lactate dehydrogenase, LDH  Once 

  [ ] Protein, total  Once 

  [ ] Triglycerides  Once 
       
  Pericardial Fluid- Chemistry 
         

  [ ] Amylase, body fluid  Once 
Specimen Source:  

  [ ] Body fluid cell count with differential  Once 
Specimen Source:  

  [ ] Cytology (non-gynecological) request  A paper requisition will print when this order is submitted. The 
printout must accompany the specimen to the lab. 
 

  [ ] Lactate dehydrogenase, body fluid  Once 
Specimen Source:  

  [ ] Lipase, body fluid  Once 
Specimen Source:  

  [ ] Protein, body fluid  Once 
Specimen Source:  

       
  Pericardial Fluid- Microbiology  
         

  [ ] AFB culture  Once, Pericardial fluid 

  [ ] AFB stain  Once, Pericardial fluid 

  [ ] Aerobic culture  Once, Pericardial fluid 

  [ ] Anaerobic culture  Once, Pericardial fluid 

  [ ] Fungus culture  Once, Pericardial fluid 

  [ ] Fungus smear  Once, Pericardial fluid 

  [ ] Gram stain only  Once, Pericardial fluid 
       
   

 


